that many souls go there, because there is no one to pray and offer sacrifices for them, and she asked the children to do so. She also asked them to pray the rosary every day for peace.
This vision and Mary's words both deeply impacted their souls, and they fervently responded to her request. Little Jacinta would often ask her brother and cousin:
"Have you sacrificed for the conversion of sinners today?"
They would often give their lunches to poor children, go without drinking water for long periods of time, and do other sacrifices. Mary also asked the children to offer the suffering that would come their way, as well as their voluntary prayers and sacrifices, for reparation for the sins that are so offending God and Mary. She told them that the present war, World War I, would end soon, but unless there was repentance from sin, there would come a greater and worse war, and that war was a punishment for sin.
Mary said a sign would be given before the beginning of the next war, if there was not sufficient repentance. Indeed, that sign was given in 1938-one month before Hitler annexed Austria-and was seen throughout Europe as an aurora borealis. She also warned that if there wasn't repentance, Russia would spread its errors throughout the world, whole nations would be annihilated, and the Church would suffer much.
Mary also told the children that she would take Jacinta and Francisco to heaven soon, but that Lucy would need to learn to read and write, as she needed to stay on earth longer, in order to witness to this message. Lucia died in 2005, at the age of 97, in a Carmelite monastery. Francisco died in 1919 , not yet ten, of the flu epidemic that swept the world at that time, and Jacinta in 1920, at the age of ten. Mary told Jacinta that if she was willing, she would suffer much and die alone in a hospital, but Mary would be with her. In a brutal operation, the doctors removed two of her ribs. Jacinta was so weak, she couldn't have general anesthesia, the local anesthesia was ineffective, and she died alone in a Lisbon hospital. 
So what struck me so deeply?
The children-their totally fervent, wholehearted focus on the salvation of souls, and how they focused their whole way of life and each and every day on prayer and sacrifice for the conversion of sinners. It would take me more space than we have in this newsletter to tell you more about this, but suffice it to say I was deeply inspired and challenged to do more myself. As I visited each of their graves in the Basilica of Fatima, and as I read Lucia's memoirs, I felt like I was being given new friends, new models, by the Lord, to help me in my own spiritual journey and our work for souls. More later.
And in quite the same spirit, Peter Herbeck shares in this issue a deep prophetic sense he received from the Lord a year ago that seems very relevant for our situation today . . . "As more doors open for us to serve the wider Church, it has become increasingly difficult for us to get to know some of our donors, as we had previously been able to do. We are grateful John will be able to represent us and the mission of Renewal Ministries to our existing and potential donors. If he is ever in your area, I hope you can make time to see him!" John has twenty-seven years of experience in retail management. He managed the Franciscan University of Steubenville's (FUS) bookstore for over nineteen years. His skills from FUS will help him "communicate to our supporters the mission of Renewal Ministries and its many different facets," he said.
Don't neglect to read it.
In February, John said he started to feel "a nudge from the Lord that maybe there was another type of work or management He wanted me to do." However, nothing else seemed to be the right fit. Then, while visiting his son over Memorial Day weekend, John heard the Lord speak to him in prayer:
"I have a non-profit for you. It's a greenhouse, and you can make it grow."
John shared the experience with his wife, Mary, and they wrote it down and spent the next month praying about it. Later, John's son said he had a friend hoping to hire someone for donor relations. That friend was Pete Burak, the director of i.d.9:16.
John submitted his resume, interviewed, and was offered the position on August 4. That date is significant, because many years earlier, John heard the Lord say, "Seventeen years, time to move." He had written those words down and pondered what they could mean. While moving, John had to look up the date that he and his wife had purchased their home. It was Aug. 5, 1999; the date John received the Renewal Ministries' job was the last day of the seventeenth year.
All this affirmation was important, because John and Mary had to leave a close-knit community-John's eight siblings and their families; his parents; and the Community of God's Love, of which they had been members for thirty-two years.
In fact, John's conversion and Ralph Martin's A Crisis of Truth both helped lead his entire family to Steubenville. John shared his testimony:
I was born and raised Catholic, but I fell away as a teen. For seven years, I pursued what the world had to offer-alcohol, drugs, rock and roll. Then, in 1982, I went to a prayer meeting. I went to give my life to Jesus. One of my family members had recently given their life to the Lord, and I knew it was time for me to make that commitment, and to let Him fix my life. Fortunately, John and Mary's children are now all living in Michigan-the youngest two because of John's own move. They have three children: a son Eddie, who has a wife and four children; a son Casey, who has a wife and two children; and a daughter, Joanie, who is working and getting involved in the i.d.9:16 community.
John said, "Fr. Mike Scanlan [former FUS president and Renewal Ministries' close friend and former board member who passed away earlier this year] hugely influenced my life, and to come here with Ralph, Peter, Sr. Ann, and Pete, and to work with them in their mission of spreading the Gospel is inspiring. I look forward getting to know Renewal Ministries' supporters, to meeting these people of faith, and to providing them with the opportunity to receive the blessings that the Lord has for them, as they choose to support Renewal Ministries' mission." Peter Herbeck explained why John was the best fit for this position: "Beside that fact that John had impressed us in the interview, in choosing him, it felt like Fr. Scanlan was there with us. We worked so closely with Fr. Mike, and John has that same heart and spirit." At one point, the Lord began to talk about the spiritual battle that is unfolding in the world. I want to share with you the simple, direct words I believe He was speaking to me, knowing that prophesy is imperfect and always needs to be tested. I wasn't expecting to communicate this publicly, mainly because I wasn't sure the Lord wanted me to. But given the crisis and chaos we're experiencing-some of which is completely unprecedented-and with the encouragement of Ralph Martin, I pass it on for your discernment. Finally, Dreher expresses his own feeling that "there is some dark chaos in the air."
The blog post reminded me of a strong prophetic sense or word I received in July of 2015, while on mission in Uganda. Our team, Lloyd and Nancy Greenhaw, Deacon Larry Oney, and I were leading a weeklong conference for close to 350 priests and bishops, at the major seminary in the Archdiocese of Kampala. Toward the end " "
We're witnessing a profound apostasy in our time-a rapid turning away from God. In the words of Pope Benedict XVI, "Humanity is pushing God from the human horizon."

The sin of Romans 1, the constant temptation of the human race to "suppress the truth" about God, is at the root of our cultural chaos. The root sin is refusal to "honor him as God or give thanks to him" (Rm 1:21 The curse is expressed in the empty futility of a darkened mind: "They became futile in their thinking, and their senseless minds were darkened" (Rom 1:21).
The futility of mind is everywhere today: We present ourselves before God to speak to him and to hear him speak to us by his inspirations and the interior movements of his grace.
And one of these two benefits can never fail us in prayer. If we can speak to God, let us speak, let us praise him.
If we cannot speak because we are hoarse, let us stay nevertheless in his presence and do him reverence. He will see us there. He will be pleased with our patience, and he will look with favor on our loving silence.

Father Jean-Nicolas Grous SJ " " Modern man lacks wisdom, because he no longer fears God. Things are spinning out of control, and a dark chaos is in the air, because, as St. Paul put it so bluntly, "God handed them over to their undiscerning mind to do what is improper" (Rom 1:28, NABRE). In other words, the chaos is a sign of God's judgment for the sin of idolatry.
God does this so that we will experience the futility of our ways and turn back to Him.
So how should we respond to all this?
Pray, fast, do penance.  Proclaim the Gospel.  Have no anxiety about anything.
(Phil 4:6)  Be of good cheer.
(Jn 16:33)  Set your mind on things above, where Christ is. (Col 3:2)  Do not be surprised by the fiery ordeal that may come upon you.
(1 Pt 4:12)  Be sober, be watchful, know that the same experience of suffering is required of your brotherhood throughout the world.
(1 Pt 5:8-9)  Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight.
(Prv 3:5)  Set your hope fully upon the grace that is coming to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
( 

However, the prayer group was not well received by the clergy of the time, and they were forbidden to meet on church property, although the cathedral is a large complex with very good meeting facilities. When the couple who began the prayer group moved away, the group dwindled down to one married couple, who continued to meet and pray by themselves. Thankfully, a few more people were eventually drawn in. With the arrival of Bishop Liberatus two years ago, a glimmer of hope began to shine.
I met Bishop Liberatus last year as we were exiting Tanzania. The bishop personally gave what I discerned as a very strong and sincere invitation (almost a plea) to bring a team to Shinyanga. That became the springboard for our 2017 outreach, which also succeeded due to excellent organizational groundwork in Shinyanga.
PRIESTS' RETREAT
At Bishop Liberatus' request, thirty-six priests attended a Life in the Spirit Seminar in May. Upon our arrival in July, twenty-two priests returned for a follow-up retreat, with several teachings presented over three days. The priests were receptive, amiable, and open to prayer ministry! We were blessed with a team of fifteen people from the USA, Canada, Slovakia, and Tanzania. We had the perfect mix of clergy, religious, and laity-a team with a multitude of talents, eager for the task at hand. Bishop Liberatus greeted us warmly upon arrival. He was involved with the Renewal as a parish priest and was overjoyed that we accepted his invitation.
Very dark forces have dominated in Shinyanga for many years, making it difficult to evangelize. Over 300 older women were murdered in recent years for being suspected witch doctors. Some Christians led this misguided campaign, which the bishop and clergy are now trying to correct. Bishop Liberatus told us a village in his diocese is the known epicenter of witchcraft in Tanzania. No bishop has dared to visit this village in fifty years. Bishop Liberatus received many warnings that he would be murdered if he traveled there. However, after prayer and fasting, he visited the village for three days. Amazingly, villagers rejoiced! The church there was awakened, and he was presented with a very large gift-several head of cattle.
When the bishop held our fetal models for the pro-life workshops, he was shocked at their life-like appearance and feel. He had never seen such visual aids (abortion is rampant and no formal pro-life teaching exists there), and he was delighted. He blessed the models, and that blessing carried into the pro-life workshops, which were well attended by both men and women-all receiving the teaching with great zeal. 
SISTER'S RETREAT
Our team included two religious sisters whose great love is ministering to other sisters and sharing with them about the fullness of life in the Holy Spirit. Sr. Ana Chiara's testimony tells the story:
We conducted a three-day retreat for eighteen religious sisters. We taught about God's love, sin, salvation, the Holy Spirit's gifts, inner healing, deliverance, and forgiveness. The sisters received teaching on baptism of the Holy Spirit and were prayed over to receive this empowerment.
They testified to the love of God; some even experienced physical healing. Several sisters received the gift of tongues, and all were very happy they came. God is working in their hearts.
When I said they were created for holiness and deep union with Jesus Christ, I saw the eyes of one sister burning with holy desire. That was the highlight of my experience.
WATER MINISTRIES
Team member John Mathe has traveled to Tanzania with us at least a dozen times. John, once in the well-drilling business, has a heart for people who lack clean water and has led several projects to help people obtain it. John has been investigating the difficult situation that exists in Shinyanga-an area where severe drought is followed by flooding. Before our departure, John was in contact with a Maryknoll priest who served many years in Tanzania and developed a method that uses windmills to extract clean water out of dry river beds. John and Bohdan traveled to an area and spent time with Fr. Dim, who has knowledge about the process.
John writes: "I was able to journey on behalf of Water Ministries, Inc. to a remote area to make plans for a new water system. The rivers there dry up for half the year. There is a great need for wind-powered systems to bring fresh water to the thirty villages there. Clean fresh water can be found in many of the river beds."
John found a woman digging down into the sand, as many in this area do each day. Often, they carry buckets of water several miles. John returned with a lot of solid information about installing the much-needed systems. The equipment that extracts the water from the sand and the windmills are expensive, but John has people and organizations ready to help.
Thank you for your support! May God continue to bless you and the people of Tanzania!
PRO-LIFE WORKSHOP
Men and women attended the pro-life workshop in nearly equal numbers (which isn't typical). The participants had an intense hunger and knew the need for these teachings. The diocese has never had any pro-life movement or education. Secular forces sponsored by Western governments have come in like a flood and established pro-abortion clinics that are administering many kinds of contraceptive devices (often with no education given to the recipients regarding side-effects).
Jean Marie Thompson led the pro-life workshop, with the assistance of Nancy Van Ryswyck and Bohdan Novak. They provided in-depth teaching, with three hour sessions each morning for five days. 
Testimonies from our team

